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We received your letter regarding Bill Nielson and we are very pleased to respond ro your ques f{lq!]Tg
questions involve the Randolph Inigation Company, tittte Creet Reservoir io,np-y, ana the LAKE
Compact.

In regards to question number one, here are a few of the facts as we understand them. There is no
guaranteed contracted flow. The flow is based on the available water that the system produces fiom year to

if that water is actually available. Below are
with some pertinent information. These rights

rrigation Co. rights and stock water rights.
claims all additional water that has not been
k Reservoir Co. and stock watering rights, and

ights are listed in the book, Revised
area, Rich County division, code area 23, dated

Page 300- claim number 8l I New Canyon Creek Diligence.

We302- Clairn Number 813 old Canyon Diligence. This system does not have a constant flow of water,
and is dry most years.

Page 302 and 303- Claim Number 12 Little Creek Reservoir storage and stock watering rights.

Page3M- Claim Number 456 and 457 Little Creek Diligence.

Page 307- claim Number 8r0 and il4 on next page, pole canyon Dirigence.

ts ofdiversion are listed along
with the stipulation in the

o apply for inigation water in

In the back eleven, it shows alt of Randolph's lrrigation Cornpanies rights andclaims with The stock watering rights are ilso listed with lg?0 priority dates anddates of use thirty first.

ompany. Mr. Nielson owns just sevanty five
this for sprinkler inigation and some flow

igation Company, that if they
May first to October thirty
oted in our minutes. There isnow [q return from the New Canyon Creek System. He has constructed a reservoir which catches anywat€r not used for sprinkling.

re has been a lot of sediment that has settled in
, by about 100 acre feet. Also there is

the reservoir. The way the water has measured
k holders in the Little Creek Reservoir. There

lson owns 820 of these shares. This water is
for two C.F.S., but this can be adjusted up or
reservoir water for the season, there is no

Regarding question nTb",t.Yo, the measuring polnts have not been moved. There are three measuringpoints, one just above Mr. Nielson's farm, one 
"'tit " 

bonor of Mr. Nierson,s farm, which is immediatery
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above the Little Creek Reservoir and another is located just below the reservoir. These three parstrell

9*o are regularly measured by the inigation company's water master. These three parsheil flumes are
there, and have been there since_May 1926 and will of course remain there as directed by the State Water
Engineer. These three Parstrell flumes insure that as accurate as possible measurern€nts can be made and
the water divided fairly' The Parshell flume located jus above thl reservoir is measured by the water
mast€r so he can know the proper amount ofcreek flow that has to be diverted through thi reservoir.

Also here are some important points to consider.
l. Mr. Nielson has greatly expanded his lrming area by plowing up many acres of sage hush north

ofhis original ftrm ground. This stretchcs hii water ioy tt irito *"o the old 
"odg" 

and these
new expanded acres. These acr6 are inigated by sprinkier s)4stems and with water tf,at was
adjdicated fa acreage along Little Creek. Thcie is of courre no return flow from these
sprinkler syctens.

2' Mr' Nielson has instatled two reservoirs above the Littte Creek reservoir and stores water before it
can reach the liule cteek reservoir. This of course is fine if he is not storing water which is already
adjudicated to Little Creek Reservoir or stock watering, or other share holders, coverod by theBear River Compact.

3' when Mr' Nielson first moved to Randolph and bought the farm most of the irrigation was floodirrigation on both sides of Little creek. There was Jme what of a gentlemen', 
"!i""r"nt that aslong as they could keep the flow correct, which was mtasurqt on thc parshcil llumc above the

-reservoir, 
they would allow thern to divert more water than their irrigation shares would call for.Now however most of the irrigation is by sprinklem, ana tt er" is no return flow. Therefore therecan be no credit gi$ fut sometring t^'trictr ooes not exist- on exceprional water 1aars, the creeksflow more than regular and the summer rains reduce the neea ror irrigation water. on these years,Mr' Nielson has taken more water than his shares allow *t"; thii water on rris expanaeaacr?ge. He ma.Y hav-ebegun to think ofthis situation as a'tight,'which it is not.4' In the adjudication ofthe wat€r rights for the.Little cr""r-"ro] *,e Randolph lrrigation companyand the Little creek r-eservoir cotnpany would like to see what water rights Mr. Nietson has tostart his irrigation before May first-and take all the water in the system, and again in the fall smretime in septernber take all the water. This is being done e;;;i*t above the Little creekReservoir' Is this being done legally or illegallftourJ vou'prlse show us where this is proper,and ifthere is adjudication for this;s€.5' our inigation tftT is-about the only one in this area that is not controlled by a riveroornmissioner wtro is salaried all yearto controt the water in the systems. The state engineer keepssuggesting that we need to hire a iiver oommissi*o 

"tiyot.- 
w" * guarantee that o'r

ass€ssrnent won't be fwo dollars a share, but more likely eight to ten dollars a share for s€€k ,s/oc/(holders in the reservoir.
6' w3 slgnnathize with Mr. Nielson that in the las five to seven years he has had less wat€r to workwith' However it mus be noted that all irrigators in this area have been in the same situation. Thedrought has progressively gotten **t" froi year-to v*., ""olist 

year most irrigators were onlyable to water 25 to 30% of their land. Taal 
"i"e 

ail*o *o it 
" 

,oult on the other 70 tolilo/o oftheir ftrms' It sho'td also be noted that ylv oittto. ir,iguio.; have additionat sources of warer ,Big creek' woodruffNanows, and wells. Even *ittr tt 
"si"JJitionat 

warer sources rhe impact ofthis drought has been severe. water sources.have been gr*iitdirinishcd and rhc only thing wecan do is wck together to divide the available water.7' It strould also be noted that Mr. Nielson has changed his ranching operation, where as he startedwith a srnaller herd of cattle which were grazrdon tt 
" 

gl-t"l 
"nJrorot 

s"t;,,i* gr*"J. H" n"a' the oppornrnity to raise a lot of hay on his?arm. He tras since sola that range right, and now gmzes
hundreds of cattre on that same hay ground. nesurting.in n;r,uy 

"rop.8' lSg important point to consider'is that Mr. Nieltn's ia# is a[ located above the Littlecreek Reservoir. 
.The 

Randolph Irigation company, ., * 
"oomodation 

to Mr. Nielson, allows
lf t" exchange the use ofcreek waier for reservoii water before it even reaches the reservoir. Ifthis accommodation were not made Mr. Nielson wouu trave to fump att water from the Little
Creek Reservoir back up to his farm. This is evidence of the liirc Creek Reservoir Co. andRandolph lrrigation Company trying hard to work with and a""o.*ooate Mr. Nielson.



9' The Randolptr 
fiealion company and li61s creek Reservoir company arong with the Bear river

ffi 
all feel that o'r priority iates of 1870 -J itt;n have priority over Mr. Nielson,s

l0' In summ"ry' 4* thotrghts are the result.of a meeting of the stockholders in the Little creekReservoir co' held on January lo,2f/04:^.y: *i;qu;;;;." rhan to have water fairty dividedand want to work-togettrer to bring about that r"sult. corn]nonly in the past Mr. Nielson has notsoucht to work with the irrigatim-companies hrtil;4;; acted independently and takenwhatever water he wanted' -w" 
r."r o"t a more fair situation will result when all stockholderssubmit to the direction of the 

"otp"rri". 
*d their 

"pp"iriJLrer master. we hope this tetter isherpfur and we anxiousrv await yd'rfry on trre po'iriJfiii, r",,"r.

Sincerely,


